with a ginger-beer bottle, and as a result, she developed flexor contracture of the fingers. Electrical treatment for this was followed by clonic spasm of her arm on the affected side, obviously of an hysterical character. She is now in process of being cured. I can remember one or two more of similar character, and feel sure that the conditionis by no means uncommon.
The CHAIRMAN (Surgeon-General Sir ANTHONY BOWLBY, K.C.M.G.).
We do not see so many cases of local, late, tetanus in France as you do here. But, on the other hand, we see these cases of contracture following shortly upon injuries. There is no doubt that, in a considerable number of cases, there is a good deal of local spasm following upon injury, and we see this in the so-called hospitals for shell shock. In many cases these contractures, which are evidently functional or hysterical, yield comparatively quickly either to suggestion or to nursing or other kind of care, and keeping the men under as favourable conditions as possible, having removed them from the noise, stress and strain of battle. But we 'do occasionally see cases of local tetanus. My experience, in general terms, may be stated in this way. The local spasm which supervenes very quickly after the injury is nearly always functional. When it supervenes later it is more likely to be due to local tetanus. We have laid much stress on the reflex extension of the leg at the knee-joint, caused by tickling the sole, and in the cases I have seen of local tetanus there has been the painful clonic spasm on which other speakers have laid stress.
Dr. GOLLA. I I cannot help feeling, after what Dr. Head has been telling me, that there is probably some ambiguity about the question. Possibly those of whom we made inquiries did not think we wanted them to refer to cases which they regarded as hysterical: they may.have thought we were looking for records of only organic cases. No doubt that accounts for the negative character of the reports which, to a neurologist, is a startling thing.
The CHAIRMAN.
I think we may take it that the occurrence of local tetanus is very good evidence that the treatment by prophylactic injections of antitetanic serum, has been successful in preventing tetanus in a very large number of our soldiers.
